
 

BIOME SORTING CARDS 
Six photographs of each biome 
Print two copies ς Cut first copy into photograph cards and use second copy for answer key 

1. Explain the definition of a biome  
2. Discuss the 10 biomes on the maps and lay out biome definition cards 
3. Discuss the color of the biomes 
4. Sort the pictures into piles according to the definition of the biome 
5. Check the pictures using the answer key 
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Ice Sheet 

 

 
 

Ice sheets are near the North and South 
poles.  They are very thick sheets of ice.  
It is freezing all year.  

 
Tundra 

 

 
 
Tundra has snow and ice most of the year. 
There is a short summer when small 
plants can grow. 

 

Coniferous  
Forest 

 

 

 
The Coniferous forest is cool and dry in 
the summer and very cold in the winter.  
There are evergreen trees with needle-
like leaves, which do not fall during the 
winter.  

 

Deciduous 
Forest 

 

 

 
Deciduous forests have four seasons.  The 
trees grow new leaves in the spring and 
lose their leaves in the fall.  They have 
warm summers and cold winters.  

 
Rain Forest 

 

 
 

Rain forests near the equator are hot and 
wet all year. They have very tall trees, 
vines and hundreds of kinds of plants. 

 

 
Grassland 

 

 
 
Grasslands are where grass grows, but it 
is too dry for forests. Most have four 
seasons, except grasslands near the 
equator where it is hot year-round. 



 
Desert 

 

 
 

Deserts are always dry and only a 
few plants can grow. They may be hot or 
cold. 

 
Mountain 

 

 
 

Mountains have grass on the foothills and 
as you move up there are forests.  The 
mountain tops are cold and covered with 
snow and ice.   

 
Fresh Water 

 

 
 
Fresh water does not have salt in it.  It 
includes lakes, rivers, streams, ponds and 
wetlands.   

 
Salt Water 

 

 
 
Salt water is found in the oceans, seas 
and a few lakes. Most of the water on the 
earth is salt water. 

 

 
Biome 

 

! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ 
ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦ   

 

 



   

   

 



   

   

 



   

   

 



   

   

 


