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Alpine Glacier 

 
 

Alpine glacier 
Ice mass near the top of the 
mountain that slowly moves 

down. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Alpine Lake 

 

Alpine lake 
A lake high in the mountains 

formed by melting snow. 
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Archipelago 

 

Archipelago 
A group of islands close 

together. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Barrier Island 

 

Barrier Island 
An island near land that  

shelters the coast from high 
waves. 
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Bay 

Bay 
A large body of water partly 

enclosed by land, usually  
smaller than a gulf. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Beach 

Beach 
The sandy edge of a lake or 

ocean. 
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Black Volcanic Sand 

Black Volcanic Sand 
Sand that is formed from lava 
that the ocean waves ground 

into small pebbles. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Canyon 

Canyon 
A deep narrow valley with  

steep rock walls on both sides 
where a river has cut through 

rocks. 
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Cape 

Cape 
A point of land, usually smaller 
than a peninsula which reaches 

into a lake or the ocean. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Cliff 

Cliff 
The steep rock face or drop off. 
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Coastal Plain 

Coastal Plain 
A large area of level land along 

the ocean. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Coral Reef 

Coral Reef 
A chain of coral lying near the 

surface. 
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Cove 

Cove 
A small sheltered bay or inlet. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Dam 

Dam 
Where a stream or river is 
blocked to make a pond or 

reservoir. 
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Delta 

Delta 
The fan-shaped mouth of a 
river flowing into a lake or  

ocean. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Desert 

Desert 
A place that receives very little 

rainfall. 
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Dunes 

Dunes 
Sand that the wind has blown 

into hills. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Fjord 

Fjord 
A narrow inlet of the ocean 

carved out by glaciers between 
cliffs. 
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Flood Plain 

Flood Plain 
Flat land that may be covered 

with water during a flood. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Foothills 

Foothills 
The hills at the bottom of a 

mountain. 
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Gulf 

Gulf 
A very large body of water partly 

encloses by land. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Iceberg 

Iceberg 
A very large piece of ice that 

breaks off a glacier and floats in 
the ocean. 
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Island 

Island 
Land surrounded by water. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Isthmus 

 

Isthmus 
A very narrow strip of land  

that connects two larger land 
masses with water on both  

sides. 
 

Isthmus Photo credit: Wonderlane. CC-BY-2.0 
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Lagoon 

Lagoon 
Shallow water separated from 
the ocean or lake by a sandbar  
or strip of low land.  It usually 

does not have waves. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Mountain Peak 

 

Mountain Peak 
The highest point of a mountain. 
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Mountain Range 

Mountain Range 
A group or row of mountains. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Oasis 

Oasis 
A place in the desert where 

water comes up from an 
underground spring and trees 

grow. 
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Ocean 

Ocean 
A very large body of salt water. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Peninsula 

Peninsula 
A piece of land surrounded by 

water on three sides. 
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Piedmont Glacier 
 

Piedmont Glacier 
Slowly moving mass of ice after  

it leaves the mountains. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Plateau 

Plateau 
Mostly flat land high in the 

mountains. 
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Point 

Point 
A narrow area of land, smaller 

than a cape, that extends into a 
lake or ocean. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Rain Shadow 

Rain Shadow 
The dry side of a mountain. 
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Reservoir 

Reservoir 
A man-made lake where water 

is kept until it is needed. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

River 

River 
A very large stream that usually 

flows into a lake or ocean. 
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River Mouth 

River Mouth 
Where a river empties into a 
larger river, lake or ocean. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

River Source 

River Source 
Where a river begins.  It is 

usually high in the mountains 
from melting snow or from an 

alpine lake. 
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Sandbar 

Sandbar 
A bank of sand sometimes 

covered with water near the 
edge of a lake or ocean. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Strait 

Strait 
A narrow passage of water 

between two large land masses. 
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Tributary 

Tributary 
A stream or river flowing into 

another river before it flows into 
a lake or ocean. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

U-shaped Valley 

U-shaped Valley 
Forms when a glacier cuts away 
the sides of mountains on both 

sides as it moves to the ocean to 
form a wide valley. 
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V-shaped Valley 

V-shaped Valley 
Forms when the sides of 

mountains are eroded by a river 
to form a narrow valley. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Volcano 

Volcano 
A mountain with an opening 

where gases, lava, and hot ashes 
erupt from inside the earth. 
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Waterfall 

Waterfall 
Water flowing over the edge of  
a cliff or steep mountainside. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Wetlands 

Wetlands 
Low-lying land usually covered 
with shallow water which does 

not drain. 
 

 

 


